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Our Aims 
 

:: Stop any grant 
of a long lease of 
the Palace that’s 
not for charitable 
purposes. The 
1900 Alexandra 
Park and Palace 
Act provided that 
both Palace and 
park be held on 
trust "for the free 
use and recreation 
of the public for 
ever" 
 
:: Safeguard the 
original site of the 
world's first  
high-definition 
broadcasting and 
to preserve the 
outline of the 
original studios A 
and B 
 
:: Reconstitute 
AP’s Trustees 
back to 
representatives of 
the whole of 
London and of the 
nation, capable of 
and interested in 
maintaining the 
Palace and Park 
for public use 
under its trusts 
(e.g. various 
councils in North 
London, The GLA, 
English Heritage, 
BBC, The Arts 
Council; 
individuals who 
have experience 
in community, 
heritage and 
educational areas. 
 
The Palace is a 
unique national 
public asset and 
should be 
cherished as 
such. 
 

BIRTH PLACE OF TV BROADCASTING 

A Presentation to the Alexandra Palace and Park  
Consultative Committee 

By Clive Carter, Save Ally Pally campaign | 24.10.07 
I 'd j ust  like to say a few words about  the television studios which are som ewhere over there in 
the East  wing. My nam e is Clive Carter and I 'm  not  from  this count ry.  But  I 've known about  the 
television studios all m y life.   
 
My uncle was the engineer in charge of TV t ransm issions for the NZBC ( t hat  was the New Zealand 
equivalent  of the BBC) . The point  I 'm  m aking is,  that  this site and what  happened here in 
Novem ber 1936, is world fam ous.  
 
During the war,  that  sam e precocious uncle of m ine, aged about  20, helped m aintain a certain 
ult ra-high technology on board fly ing-boats on ant i-subm arine pat rol in the South Pacific.  This is 
not  a coincidence. 
 
Now, you're probably wondering what  m y old Uncle Jack in NZ has got  to do with this building. 
The state-of- the-art  technology he m aintained was known as radar and radar has everything to 
do with the reason behind the television studios. The studios were built  at  huge cost  in the 
afterm ath of the great  depression and Television was im posed on an unwilling BBC and an 
act ively host ile Lord Reith.  Why?  
 
Because a far-sighted cabinet  m inister (possibly Churchill)  could see war com ing and he wanted 
to establish the infrast ructure for an elect ronics indust ry.  The sam e technology used to m ake 
vacuum  tubes in television sets could be used for the oscilloscopes in the radar sets that  would 
becom e so vital.   
 
Without  the studios, no one would have bought  televisions and radar m ight  not  have been so 
advanced and able to be deployed as quickly as it  was surely needed. So these studios are the 
confluence of two highly significant  technologies.  
 
TV broadcasts stopped at  the outbreak of war,  but during the war this place becam e even m ore 
im portant .  The t ransm ission m ast  was used deviously to m islead incom ing bom bers so as to drop 
their bom bs early and this m ay have saved hundreds of lives of Londoners. I t  is not  j ust  the m ost  
im portant  building in Haringey, it  is the Bletchley Park of London.  
 
This place is r ich in history,  like few other places. 
 
Unfortunately,  I 've never been to the studios, although I 'd very m uch like to.  Som et im es I  br ing 
overseas visitors here and tell them  that  this was the birthplace of television. All they can see is a 
blue plaque on the wall.  Overseas tourists show a polite interest ,  but  som ehow I  don't  think they 
really believe me, because there even though there is this huge building, there is so lit t le to show 
for the birthplace of television. At  the m om ent ,  with public access barred, its hardly worth com ing 
here for this reason.  
 
This site and the studios should be a prim e tourist  dest inat ion, not  j ust  for Haringey but  for all of 
London. My personal v iew is that ,  because of the im m ense im portance of the studios, we should 
put  their preservat ion and restorat ion at  the start  and heart  of any regenerat ion plans and build 
outwards from  there.  
 
Som e describe the BBC studios as the 'old' studios and as the 'disused' studios. We should not  
forget  they were the first  in the world.  One of the difficult ies with the studios is that  we are too 
close to them  historically:  the world's first  television broadcasts are in the m em ory of m any 
people alive today and seem ingly less im portant .  But  in 100 year's t im e, it  will be seen as hugely 
im portant .  I n other count r ies, especially young count r ies, a site with this k ind of history would 
have had m oney lavished upon it ,  with sponsors queuing up.  
 
I  think we need new responsible Trustees who fully understand the significance of the history of 
this place. Let 's not  dwell on how we arr ived at  this point  but  consider how we can m ake the 
m ost  of this im m ensely im portant  site for the educat ion and enjoym ent  of future generat ions.  
 
 
Save Ally Pally contacts: 
Martin Hay: metandco@aol.com | 07956 222 421 
Clive Carter: clive.carter@gmail.com | 020 8341 3652 
Jacob O’Callaghan: Info@saveallypally.com | 020 8374 0746 


